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1. Introduction 

1.1 Purpose of this document 

1.1.1 This document has been prepared by the Applicant to set out the principal 
changes1 made to the draft Development Consent Order (DCO) from the version 
submitted to the Planning Inspectorate on 27 March 2025 as part of the application 
for development consent (Document 3.1(A)) [APP-007].  

1.1.2 This document is therefore submitted together with: 

(a) A revised draft DCO showing the changes proposed for Deadline 3 
(Document 3.1(F) (clean); and 

(b) A tracked version of the draft DCO showing all changes as between Revision 
E (Version 2 – Change Request Version) for the change request (Document 
3.1(E)(Change Request) and the new Revision F (Document 3.1(F) . 

1.1.3 This document is a ‘live’ document and will be updated (on a consolidated basis) 
by the Applicant throughout the Examination. 

1.2 Overview of changes made at Pre-Examination stage 

1.2.1 Revision B of the draft DCO (Document 3.1(B)) was submitted at Pre-
Examination stage in May 2025 following the Section 51 advice issued by the 
Planning Inspectorate. A further Revision C of the draft DCO (Document 3.1(C)) 
was submitted to update the draft DCO to include amendments requested by the 
Section 89 letter received from the Planning Inspectorate on 8 July 2025.  

1.2.2 Revision D was submitted to update the draft DCO to include amendments 
requested by the Section 89 letter received from the Planning Inspectorate on 5 
August 2025.  

1.2.3 Table 2.1 lists the principal changes made by the Applicant within Revision B of 
the draft DCO, Table 2.2 lists the changes made by the Applicant within Revision 
C of the draft DCO, and Table 2.3 lists the changes made by the Applicant within 
Revision D (Document 3.1(D)) of the draft DCO. 

1.2.4 The changes made for the purpose of Pre-Examination fall into the following 
principal categories: 

(a) Amendments made in response to Section 51 Advice received from the 
Planning Inspectorate on 23 April 2025;  

(b) Correction of certain typographical and other errors identified as part of the 
Applicant’s own consistency checks; 

 
1  This schedule does not include details of minor formatting changes or amendments relating to very minor typographical 

updates which do not affect the text of the draft DCO. All changes are shown in the tracked version of the draft DCO.  
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(c) Amendments requested by the Section 89 letter received from the Planning 
Inspectorate on 8 July 2025; and 

(d) Amendments requested by the further Section 89 letter received from the 
Planning Inspectorate on 5 August 2025.  

1.3 Overview of changes made at Examination Stage  

1.3.1 Revision E of the draft DCO (Document 3.1(E) [REP1-036]) was submitted to 
update the draft DCO for Deadline 1 of the Examination. The changes made for 
Deadline 1 include amendments made in response to submissions made in 
relevant representations from Interest Parties and following the Preliminary 
Meeting, Issue Specific Hearing 1 and Open Floor Hearings.  

1.3.2 Table 3.1 lists the principal changes made by the Applicant within Revision E of 
the draft DCO.  

1.3.3 A further version of Revision E of the draft DCO was submitted as a new Version 2 
– Change Request Version (Document 3.1(E)(Change Request) [CR1-027] to 
accompany the change request submitted by the Applicant. Table 3.2 lists the 
principal changes to the draft DCO made by the Applicant due to the change 
request.  

1.3.4 Table 3.3 lists the principal changes made by the Applicant within Revision F of 
the draft DCO (Document 3.1(F) submitted at Deadline 3 of the Examination. 
Where reference is made in table 3.3 to the Examining Authority’s written 
questions (ExQ1) [PD-017], the question reference referred to is to the unique 
reference number which starts with 1 (indicating that it is from ExQ1) and the issue 
code and a question number. Detailed responses to the Examining Authority’s 
written questions are provided in  Document 9.73 the Applicant's Responses to 
First Written Questions submitted at Deadline 3. 
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2. Schedule of Changes at Pre-Examination 

Table 2.1 – Schedule of Changes to Version A of the draft DCO [APP-007] 

Ref. dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of dDCO 

1.  Article 2, Interpretation A minor amendment has been 
made to correct the reference to 
the title of Schedule 1.  

 

B 

 

2.  Article 5, Limits of 
deviation 

A minor amendment has been 
made to update the paragraph 
cross-reference in Article 5(1).  

 

B 

3.  Article 8, Application of 
1990 Act 

A minor amendment has been 
made in Article 8(3) to keep the 
formatting of cross-referencing to 
relevant Acts consistent throughout 
the draft DCO.  

 

B 

4.  Article 10, Planning 
Permission 

Correction of a minor typographical 
error in Article 10(3) to reflect that 
the provision is making reference 
to Article 10(1) and 10(3).  

 

B 
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Ref. dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of dDCO 

5.  Article 12, Application 
of the Permit Scheme 

Correction of a minor typographical 
error in Article 12(2) to ensure the 
correct cross reference is to the 
sub-paragraph, rather than 
paragraph.  

 
 

B 

6.  Article 13, Application 
of 1991 Act 

Minor typographical corrections in 
Article 13(4) and 13(5) to ensure 
that article and section titles are 
accurately referenced, and to avoid 
unnecessary repetition in 
paragraph 4(a). 

 

B 

 

7.  Article 15, Temporary 
closure of streets and 
public rights of way and 
permissive paths 

Minor typographical corrections in 
Article 15(1) and 15(4) to ensure 
that the plans are correctly and 
fully named.  

 

B 
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Ref. dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of dDCO 

 

8.  Article 16, Permanent 
stopping up of streets 
and public rights of way 

Minor typographical amendment in 
Article 16(1) to ensure that the 
cross-reference wording is 
consistent with the title of Schedule 
7.  

 

B 

9.  Article 17, Access to 
works 

Minor amendment to correct the 
cross-referencing to the schedule 
as Schedule 9 does not list the 
purposes in column (3).  

 

B 

10.  Article 20, Discharge of 
water  

Two minor amendments have been 
made in Article 20(10) and (11) to 
ensure that the cross-references 
are correct. 

 
 

B 

 

11.  Article 21, Protective 
works  

A minor correction in Article 21(3) 
to reflect that the Bramford to 
Twinstead Correction Order.  

 
B 

12.  Article 25, Compulsory 
acquisition of rights 

Correction of two minor cross-
referencing errors in Article 25(3) 
and 25(4).  

 

B 
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Ref. dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of dDCO 

13.  Article 27, Temporary 
use of land for carrying 
out the authorised 
project 

Correction of minor typographical 
errors including two schedule 
cross-referencing errors in Article 
27(3)(a) and 27(5)(c). 

 

B 

 

14.  Article 40, 
Extinguishment of 
private rights and 
restrictive covenants 
relating to apparatus 
belonging to National 
Grid removed from land 
subject to temporary 
possession 

Correction of minor typographical 
errors in Article 40(3) to ensure that 
the cross-referencing format is 
consistent, as well as the inclusion 
of the article title to ensure naming 
conventions are followed 
throughout the draft DCO.  

 

B 

15.  Article 50, Traffic 
regulation 

Correction of minor typographical 
errors in Article 50(a), (b) and (c) to 
ensure the correct columns are 
cross-referenced. 

 

B 
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Ref. dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of dDCO 

16.  Article 55, Procedure 
regarding certain 
approvals etc. 

This amendment reflects that the 
appeals process in Schedule 4 
applies to any documents referred 
to under other provisions of the 
Order, in addition to the 
Requirements.  

 

B 

17.  Article 60, Certification 
of documents 

Correction of a minor typographical 
errors in Article (3) to update the 
schedule cross-reference.   

B 

18.  Article 61, Services of 
notices 

Correction of a minor typographical 
error in Article 61(3) to reflect that 
the cross-reference is referring to 
Article 61(1).  

 

B 

19.  Schedule 2, Plans Minor updates made to Schedule 2 
to correct certain typographical 
errors.  

 

B 
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Ref. dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of dDCO 

 

 

 

20.  Schedule 3, 
Requirements 
(Paragraph 2(3)) 

Correction of a minor typographical 
error to reflect that sub-paragraph 
2(2) is not a subsection.  

 

B 

21.  Schedule 3, 
Requirements 
(Paragraphs 4(3) and 
4(5)) 

Correction of minor typographical 
errors in sub-paragraph (3) and (5) 
to ensure cross-references are 
accurate.  

 

B 
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Ref. dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of dDCO 

22.  Schedule 3, 
Requirements 
(Paragraph 5(1)) 

Correction of a minor typographical 
error in sub-paragraph (1) to 
ensure cross-references are 
accurate. 

 

B 

23.  Schedule 3, 
Requirements 
(Paragraphs 7(4), 
7(4)(l), 7(4)(m) and 
7(4)(n)) 

Correction of a minor typographical 
error ensure cross-references are 
accurate. The removal of item (n) 
reflects the Section 51 Advice 
provided to the Applicant and 
removes duplication.  

 
B 

 

 

 

24.  Schedule 3, 
Requirements 
(Paragraph 9) 

Correction of a minor typographical 
error to ensure that the title of 
Article 27 is accurately referred to.  

 
B 

25.  Schedule 4, discharge 
of Requirements 
(Paragraph 5(9)) 

An amendment to reflect that the 
appointed person must have 
regard to the most updated version 
of the Planning Practice Guidance 
published by the Department for 
Communities and Local 
Government. 

 

B 

26.  Schedule 4, discharge 
of Requirements 
(Paragraph 6) 

Correction of a minor typographical 
error in the definition of “relevant 
authority”. 

 
B 

27.  Schedule 2A, Counter-
notice requiring 
purchase of land 
(Paragraph 1) 

A minor amendment to reflect that 
the “1981 Act” is already a defined 
term which refers to the 
Compulsory Purchase (Vesting 
Declarations) Act 1981. 

 

B 
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Table 2.2 – Schedule of Changes to Version B of the draft DCO [AS-012] 

Ref. dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of dDCO 

1.  Article 2, Interpretation An amendment to reflect 
typographical changes made in the 
Bramford to Twinstead Correction 
Order dated 8 April 2025.  

 

C 

2.  Article 2, Interpretation An amendment to reflect 
typographical changes made in the 
Bramford to Twinstead Correction 
Order dated 8 April 2025. 

 

C 

3.  Article 3, Development 
consent etc. granted by 
the Order 

An amendment to reflect 
typographical changes made in the 
Bramford to Twinstead Correction 
Order dated 8 April 2025.  

C 
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Ref. dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of dDCO 

4.  Article 10 (Planning 
Permission and Other 
Consents)  

The amendment to this article is 
intended to ensure that the article 
applies to both planning 
permissions granted under the 
1990 Act and development consent 
orders made under the 2008 Act.  

 

C 

5.  Article 12, Application 
of the Permit Scheme 

An amendment to reflect 
typographical changes made in the 
Bramford to Twinstead Correction 
Order dated 8 April 2025. 

 

C 

6.  Article 14 (Power to 
alter layout, etc. of 
streets) 

An amendment to reflect cross 
referencing updates made in the 
Bramford to Twinstead Correction 
Order dated 8 April 2025.  

 

C 
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Ref. dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of dDCO 

7.  Article 21 (Protective 
Works) 

An amendment to reflect 
typographical changes made in the 
Bramford to Twinstead Correction 
Order dated 8 April 2025. 

 

C 

8.  Article 36 (Application 
of Part 1 of the 1965 
Act) 

An amendment to reflect 
typographical changes made in the 
Bramford to Twinstead Correction 
Order dated 8 April 2025. 

 

C 

9.  Article 37 
(Extinguishment and 
suspension of private 
rights) 

An amendment to reflect 
typographical changes made in the 
Bramford to Twinstead Correction 
Order dated 8 April 2025. 

 

C 

10.  Article 40 
(Extinguishment of 
private rights and 
restrictive covenants 
relating to apparatus 
belonging to National 
Grid removed from land 
subject to temporary 
possession) 

An amendment to reflect 
typographical changes made in the 
Bramford to Twinstead Correction 
Order dated 8 April 2025.  

C 
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Ref. dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of dDCO 

11.  Article 49 (Defence in 
proceedings in respect 
of statutory nuisance) 

An amendment to reflect changes 
made in the Bramford to Twinstead 
Correction Order dated 8 April 
2025. 

 

C 

12.  Article 51 (Felling or 
lopping) 

An amendment to reflect 
typographical changes made in the 
Bramford to Twinstead Correction 
Order dated 8 April 2025.  

C 

13.  Article 62 (Arbitration) An amendment to reflect 
typographical changes made in the 
Bramford to Twinstead Correction 
Order dated 8 April 2025. 

 

C 

14.  Schedule 1  There are two tables of grid 
coordinates included within 
Schedule 16 (Deemed Marine 
Licence under the 2009 Act) which 
show the grid coordinates for that 
part of the authorised development 

Inclusion in Schedule 1 of a table of grid coordinates 
showing the limits of deviation for an access bridge and 
overhead cables over the River Stour. 

C 
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Ref. dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of dDCO 

which is seaward of MHWS. Table 
2, which shows the limits of 
deviation for an access bridge and 
overhead cables over the River 
Stour, was not previously included 
in Schedule 1. Therefore, this 
amendment has been made to also 
include the second table in 
Schedule 1 to ensure consistency 
across the draft DCO.  

15.  Schedule 3 
(Requirements) 

An amendment to ensure 
consistency in the use of defined 
terms throughout the draft Order.  

Change from requirement to ‘Requirement’ throughout, 
where appropriate. 

C 

16.  Schedule 4 (Discharge 
of Requirements) 

An amendment to ensure 
consistency in the use of defined 
terms throughout the draft Order. 

Change from requirement to ‘Requirement’ throughout, 
where appropriate.  

C 
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Table 2.3 – Schedule of Changes to Version C of the draft DCO [APP-043] 

Ref. dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of 
dDCO 

1.  Article 1(5) 
(Interpretation) 

This amendment widens the 
reference to the relevant plans to 
reflect that there are other plans 
(such as the Traffic Regulation 
Orders Plans [APP-024]) also 
include points identified by letters 
or numbers.  

 

D 

2.  Article 10(2) (Planning 
permission and other 
consents) 

The amendment to this article 
adds an additional reference to the 
2008 Act which is intended to 
ensure consistency with the 
references to both the 1990 Act 
and the 2008 Act throughout the 
article. 

 

D 

3.  Article 13(7) 
(Application of the 1991 
Act) 

This amendment updates the 
cross-reference to the earlier 
paragraph.  

 

D 

4.  Article 15(10) 
(Temporary closure of 
streets and public rights 
of way and permissive 
paths) 

This amendment updates the 
cross-reference to the earlier 
paragraph. 

 
D 
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Ref. dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of 
dDCO 

5.  Article 17(3) & (4) 
(Access to works) 

Correction of minor typographical 
errors in paragraph (3) and (4) to 
ensure cross-references reflect SI 
drafting conventions.  

 

D 

6.  Article 21(5) (protective 
works) 

Correction of minor typographical 
errors in paragraph 5(c) and (d) to 
ensure cross-references reflect SI 
drafting conventions. 

 

D 

7.  Article 22(9) &(10) 
(Authority to survey and 
investigate the land) 

Correction of minor typographical 
errors in paragraph 9 and 10 to 
ensure cross-references reflect SI 
drafting conventions.   

D 

8.  Article 26(3) 
(Acquisition of subsoil 
or airspace only) 

Update made to the cross-
reference to Article 36 and other 
minor typographical errors to 
ensure consistency across the 
draft DCO.  

 

D 

9.  Article 27(3) 
(Temporary use of land 
for carrying out the 
authorised project) 

Correction of minor typographical 
errors in paragraph 3(a) and (b) to 
ensure cross-references reflect SI 
drafting conventions. 

 

D 
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Ref. dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of 
dDCO 

10.  Article 27(5) 
(Temporary use of land 
for carrying out the 
authorised project) 

Correction of minor typographical 
errors in paragraph 5 to ensure 
cross-references reflect SI drafting 
conventions. 

 

D 

11.  Article 27(6) 
(Temporary use of land 
for carrying out the 
authorised project) 

Correction of minor typographical 
errors in paragraph 6 to ensure 
cross-references reflect SI drafting 
conventions. 

 

D 

12.  Article 27(12) 
(Temporary use of land 
for carrying out the 
authorised project) 

Correction of minor typographical 
errors in paragraph 12 to ensure 
cross-references reflect SI drafting 
conventions. 

 
D 

13.  Article 40(3) 
(Extinguishment of 
private rights and 
restrictive covenants 
relating to apparatus 
belonging to National 
Grid removed from land 
subject to temporary 
possession) 

Correction of minor typographical 
errors in paragraph 3 to ensure 
cross-references reflect SI drafting 
conventions. 

 

D 

14.  Schedule 1, Part 1, 
paragraph 2 

This amendment clarifies the list of 
works which comprise associated 
development to make clear that 
drainage works are intended to be  

D 
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Ref. dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of 
dDCO 

included as associated 
development. 

15.  Schedule 3, 
Requirement 7(1) 

This amendment relates to the 
addition of a new definition of 
‘HGV’ to the definitions in 
Schedule 3 (Requirements).  

 
D 

16.  Schedule 3, 
Requirement 7(6) 

This amendment relates to the 
addition of a new paragraph 7(6) to 
Requirement 7 (construction 
hours). This specifies the severe 
weather conditions referred to in 
sub-paragraph 4(g).  

 

D 

17.  Schedule 3, 
Requirement 10(3) 

Addition of a footnote to reflect SI 
drafting conventions.   

D 

18.  Schedule 3, 
Requirement 14(1)(c) 

Addition of a full stop to ensure 
grammatical consistency.   

D 

19.  Schedule 4, paragraph 
3 

Addition of a heading to paragraph 
3 of Schedule 4 to ensure 
consistency with other made 
orders.  

 

D 

20.  Schedule 15, Part 2, 
paragraph 9 

An amendment to update the 
reference to the electronic 
communications code to reflect 
that the Telecommunications Act 
1984 is no longer in force. 

 

D 
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Ref. dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of 
dDCO 

21.  Schedule 16, Part 2, 
Condition 1 

An amendment to update the 
design parameters in Schedule 16 
to reflect the correct length of 
cable proposed.  

 

D 

22.  Schedule 16, Part 2, 
Condition 10  

An amendment to correct a 
typographical error.   

D 
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3. Schedule of Changes made during Examination 

Table 3.1: Schedule of Changes to Version D of the draft DCO [APP- 087] at Deadline 1 

Ref. dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of 
dDCO 

1.  Article (1) 
Interpretation .  

Natural England’s Relevant 
Representation advised that the 
definition of ‘commence’ within 
article 1 of the draft DCO should 
be updated to include the 
definition of offshore 
commencement. Article 1 of the 
draft Order has therefore been 
updated to reflect both definitions 
of ‘commence’ currently used 
within the draft DCO and in the 
Schedule 16 deemed marine 
licence for consistency purposes. 
An associated definition of Mean 
High Water Springs is also added 
to Article 1.  

 

E 
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Ref. dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of 
dDCO 

2.  Article 5 (Limits of 
Deviation) 

This change is made to alter the 
secured height of pylons in Suffolk 
to 53.2m. This means that, with 
the 6m limit of deviation in Article 
5, the total maximum height for 
pylons in Suffolk would be 59.2m 
to match the East Anglia One 
North and East Anglia Two 
Windfarm Orders 2022. Detailed 
design has progressed against the 
parameters of these consents and 
the Applicant is therefore 
confident the lower height is 
deliverable. 

 

E 

3.  Article 5 (Limits of 
Deviation) 

The height of Friston substation 
assessed in the Sea Link 
application is 2m higher than the 
height assessed in the East Anglia 
One North and East Anglia Two 
Windfarm Orders 2022. The 
Environmental Statement for the 
Sea Link application assessed a 
height of 18m above finished 
ground level, and this is the height 
shown in the photomontages in 
the application. However, National 
Grid (working with SPR as part of 
the delivery of the East Anglia 
TWO Windfarm Order 2022) has 
now progressed the design to the 

 

E 
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Ref. dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of 
dDCO 

16m maximum height specified in 
the SPR consents. Therefore, this 
update is made to secure this 
lower height in the draft DCO. 

4.  Article 7 (Consent to 
transfer benefit of 
Order) 

In its Relevant Representation, 
the MMO noted concerns around 
the provisions relating to the 
process of transferring or granting 
the deemed marine licence. 
Therefore, the Applicant has 
included additional wording which 
is based on the East Anglia One 
North and East Anglia Two 
Windfarm Orders 2022 and other 
DCOs which consented offshore 
wind farms to include wording 
requiring the Secretary of State to 
consult with the MMO before 
giving consent to the transfer or 
grant of the benefit of the 
provisions of the DML. The MMO 
will be consulted on any decision 
by the SoS and it is well 
precedented across other Orders. 

 
 

E 
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Ref. dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of 
dDCO 

5.  Article 62 (Arbitration) In their Relevant Representations, 
the MMO and Natural England 
highlighted that the MMO should 
not be subject to the arbitration 
provisions in the draft DCO. The 
Applicant notes the arguments 
made in relation to arbitration 
provisions on other development 
consent orders. Therefore, this 
change updates the wording as 
requested by the MMO and 
Natural England.  

 

E 

6.  Schedule 1 
(Authorised Project) 

The Applicant has agreed to 
provide a new version of the 
Works Plans to help the 
Examining Authority and 
Interested Parties understand the 
proposed use of land outside the 
previous principal numbered 
works. The approach taken to the 
Works Plans previously was to 
show all principal works on the 
Works Plans but generally not 
Associated Development such as 
PRoW diversions, landscaping, 
ecological mitigation areas, utility 
diversions etc. The numbered 
works are mostly the permanent 
electrical assets and their 
accesses, and temporary works 

 

E 
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Ref. dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of 
dDCO 

compounds. The Applicant will be 
providing a version of the Works 
Plans which more closely mirrors 
the approach taken by SPR and to 
provide additional detail available 
on other plans, in the Works Plans 
(e.g. where land is required for 
environmental mitigation). 
Therefore, Schedule 1 has been 
updated to include further works 
numbers (but no new works) 
which reflect the updated Works 
Plans.  

7.  Schedule 2 (Plans) 
Part 2  

This change reflects the updates 
to the version numbers of the 
Land Plans and Works Plans 
submitted at Deadline 1.  

 
 
 

E 
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Ref. dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of 
dDCO 

8.  Schedule 2 
(Plans)Part 6 

This change reflects the updates 
to the version numbers of the 
Works Plans submitted at 
Deadline 1. 

 

 

9.  Schedule 3, 
Requirement 3 

This update is made for clarity as 
to which documents contain the 
Converter Station Design 
Principles.    

 

E 
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Ref. dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of 
dDCO 

10.  Schedule 3, 
Requirement 7 
(construction hours) 

The construction working hours 
have been amended in respect of 
Work No.1A and Work No.1B to 
reflect the construction working 
hours secured in the East Anglia 
One North and East Anglia Two 
Windfarm Orders 2022 to ensure 
consistency across the projects.  

 
 

E 

11.  Schedule 3, New 
Requirement 15  

This new requirement has been 
included to clarify that if part of 
Work No. 1B has been completed 
pursuant to the East Anglia One 
North and East Anglia Two 
Windfarm Orders 2022, it will not 
be constructed pursuant to the 
draft DCO save where 
amendments to those works are 
required for the Purposes of the 
Authorised Project, to ensure 
consistency between the projects. 

 

E 



 

 
National Grid  |  January 2026  |  Sea Link          29 

Ref. dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of 
dDCO 

12.  Schedule 3, 
Requirement 6 and 
Schedule 16, Deemed 
Marine Licence.   

Further to Natural England’s 
Relevant Representation, certain 
management plans listed in 
Requirement 6 related exclusively 
to impacts and works in the 
marine environment. Therefore, to 
avoid potential unnecessary 
duplication, the relevant plans 
have been removed from the 
requirement and are instead 
secured through the deemed 
marine licence. 

The list of management plans is 
also updated to reflect that an 
‘Operational Drainage 
Management Plan’ will be 
submitted. 
 
 

 
 

 

E 

13.  Schedule 11 (Land of 
which temporary 
possession may be 
taken) 

These changes reflect 
amendments made to the land of 
which only temporary possession 
may be taken due to the change 
in approach to the Works Plans.  

Various amendments to the column (1) plot number of land 
shown on Land Plan and column (3) relevant part of the 
authorised development.  

E 

14.  Schedule 16 (Deemed 
Marine Licence)  

In its Relevant Representation, 
the MMO suggested a number of 
changes to the wording of the 
draft deemed marine licence at 
Schedule 16. These submissions 

Various amendments throughout the deemed marine licence 
to reflect ongoing engagement with the MMO.  

 

E 
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Ref. dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of 
dDCO 

have been reflected in the 
updated drafting where 
appropriate.  
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Table 3.2: Schedule of Changes to Version E of the draft DCO [REP1-036] for the Change Request 

Ref. dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of dDCO 

1.  Article 11 (Street 
Works) 

This amendment is made to 
clarify that the power in Article 
11(1)(d) to place and keep 
apparatus in the street includes 
placing and keeping structures 
in the street. This amendment 
aims to give sufficient flexibility 
for the options relating to 
Change 4 (Benhall Railway 
Bridge).  

 

E 
(Change 
Request) 

2.  Schedule 1, Part 1, 
Work No.14  

This amendment is made to 
clarify that Work No. 14 
includes accesses and 
associated works, which may 
include structural repairs or the 
installation of structures or 
apparatus associated with the 
access. This amendment aims 
to give sufficient flexibility for 
the options relating to Change 
4 (Benhall Railway Bridge).  

 

E 
(Change 
Request) 
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Ref. dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of dDCO 

3.  Schedule 1, Part 1, 
Associated 
Development 

This amendment is made to 
clarify that the list of associated 
development includes works 
required for the strengthening, 
improvement, maintenance or 
reconstruction of both streets 
and any supporting structures. 
This amendment aims to give 
sufficient flexibility for the 
options relating to Change 4 
(Benhall Railway Bridge). 

 

E 
(Change 
Request) 

4.  Schedule 2 (Plans)  The changes reflect the 
updates to the relevant plans 
and drawings listed in Schedule 
2 (Plans) due to the change 
request.  

Various amendments to the list of drawing titles, drawing numbers 
and revision number.  

E 
(Change 
Request) 

5.  Schedule 5 (Streets 
subject to street 
works)  

This amendment reflects an 
update to the plans due to the 
change request.  

E 
(Change 
Request) 

6.  Schedule 8, Part 1, 
(Streets or Public 
Rights of Navigation 
to be temporarily 
closed for which a 

This amendment is a minor 
update to the reference point 
on the plan.  
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Ref. dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of dDCO 

diversion is to be 
provided) 

7.  Schedule 8, Part 2, 
(Streets and Public 
Rights of Navigation 
to be temporarily 
closed for which no 
diversion is to be 
provided) 

This amendment reflects an 
additional PRoW which is 
added to Schedule 8, Part 2 
(Streets and Public Rights of 
Navigation to be temporarily 
closed for which no diversion is 
to be provided) due to the 
change request.  

 

E 
(Change 
Request) 

8.  Schedule 11 (Land 
of which only 
temporary 
possession may be 
taken) 

These changes reflect 
amendments made to plots 
listed in Schedule 11 (Land of 
which only temporary 
possession may be taken) due 
to the change request. 

 
 

 

E 
(Change 
Request) 
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Ref. dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of dDCO 
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Ref. dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of dDCO 

 

9.  Schedule 13 (Traffic 
Regulation Orders), 
Part 1, (Temporary 
restriction of waiting 
and restriction of 
speed) 

This amendment reflects an 
additional entry into the 
Schedule due to the change 
request. 

 

E 
(Change 
Request) 

10.  Schedule 13 (Traffic 
Regulation Orders), 
Part 2, (Temporary 
Restriction of 
access) 

This amendment reflects an 
update to the plans due to the 
change request. 

 

 

E 
(Change 
Request) 

11.  Schedule 13 (Traffic 
Regulation Orders), 
Part 3, (Temporary 
Restriction of 
Movement) 

This amendment reflects an 
additional entry into the 
Schedule due to the change 
request. 

 

E 
(Change 
Request) 
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Ref. dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of dDCO 

12.  Schedule 1 and 
Schedule 16 
Deemed Marine 
Licence 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

This amendment incorporates 
ten additional grid co-ordinates 
into table 1 of the grid co-
ordinates for the limits of 
deviation for the marine cable 
area which is contained in 
Schedule 1 and Schedule 16. 
These amendments reflect the 
change to the Order Limits in 
relation to Change 1 (change to 
access at the hoverport). Due 
to the additional rows added to 
the tables in the SI formatting, 
this causes the existing co-
ordinates to be shifted down in 
the table.  

 

 

 
 

E 
(Change 
Request) 
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Table 3.3: Schedule of Changes to Version F of the draft DCO for Deadline 3 

Ref dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Versio
n of 
dDCO 

1.  Article 2 
(Interpretation) 

In response to question 
1GEN12, the Applicant has 
reviewed the definitions and 
ensured that the definitions 
are in alphabetical order.  

Various definitions have been re-aligned to be in alphabetical order.  F 

2.  Article 2 
(Interpretation) 

The Applicant has reviewed 
and reflected on the 
definitions in Article 2 to 
ensure that certification is 
only referred to in respect of 
the documents listed at 
Schedule 19.  

Various updates have been made to the definitions listed in article 2 
where a document was previously referred to as being certified but was 
not listed in Schedule 19.  

F 

3.  Article 2 
(Interpretation)  

This Applicant has amended 
this definition in response to 
comments made by Suffolk 
County Council in its 
Deadline 2 Responses and 
the change seeks to 
streamline the wording in the 
definition to avoid duplication.  

 

F 
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Ref dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Versio
n of 
dDCO 

4.  Article 2 
(Interpretation) 

This update amends a minor 
formatting point. The 
formatting in the definition of 
“electronic transmission” has 
been amended to read (a) 
and (b) rather than (c) and 
(d).  

F 

5.  Article 2 
(Interpretation) 

The definition of the 
Construction Environmental 
Management Plan has been 
updated to reflect that there 
is an onshore and offshore 
version of the Construction 
Environmental Management 
Plan. 

 
 

F 

6.  Article 2 
(Interpretation) 

The Applicant has updated 
the definition of maintain as 
per the response to question 
1GEN15 of the Examining 
Authority’s First Written 
Questions to make the clear 
that the definition of maintain 
does not permit the whole of 
the authorised development 
to be reconstructed or 
replaced using maintenance 
powers.  

 

F 
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Ref dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Versio
n of 
dDCO 

7.  Article 2 
(Interpretation) 

This update amends a minor 
formatting point. The article 2 
definition of “pre-
commencement operations” 
should read (a), (b), (c) 
onwards rather than (e), (f), 
(g) onwards 

 

F 

8.  Article 2 
(Interpretation) 

This update amends a minor 
formatting point. Article 2 
definition of “traffic regulation 
order plans” should read “and 
references to a particular 
traffic regulation order plan 
are to be construed 
accordingly” 

 

F 
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Ref dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Versio
n of 
dDCO 

9.  Article 5 (Limits of 
Deviation) 

The Applicant has amended 
the formatting of Article 5 at 
the suggestion of Suffolk 
County Council to clarify the 
wording in the article.  

 

F 

10.  Article 5 (Limits of 
Deviation) 

In response to question 
1GEN24, the Applicant has 
amended the wording to align 
with the wording in the 
Bramford to Twinstead DCO 
2024 for consistency in the 
drafting approaches. 

 

 

11.  Article 7 (Consent 
to transfer benefit 
of the Order) 

In response to question 
1GEN68, the Applicant has 
amended this minor 
formatting point. 

 

F 
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Ref dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Versio
n of 
dDCO 

12.  Article 9 
(Application of 
the Community 
Infrastructure 
Levy Regulations 
2010 

In response to question 
1GEN68, the Applicant has 
amended this minor 
formatting point. 

 

F 

13.  Article 12(2)(d) The Applicant has amended 
this wording to ensure 
consistency across the 
definitions used in relation to 
‘highway authority’ 
throughout the article and in 
response to Suffolk County 
Council’s comments in 
relation to the highways 
provisions.  

 
 

F 

14.  Article 13 
(Application of 
the 1991 Act) 

In response to question 
1GEN68, the Applicant has 
amended this minor 
formatting point. 

 

F 

15.  Article 14 (Power 
to alter layout, 
etc. of streets) 

Article 15 
(Temporary 
Closure of streets 

In response to question 
1GEN29, the Applicant has 
amended the wording in 
article 14(5), article 15(9) and 
article 17(2) to read 
‘beginning with the date on 
which the application was 

 

F 
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Ref dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Versio
n of 
dDCO 

and public rights 
of way and 
permissive paths) 

Article 17 
(Access to 
Works) 

received’ in order to ensure 
consistency across the draft 
DCO. This reflects the 
position agreed in 
the National Grid (Bramford 
to Twinstead Reinforcement) 
Order 2024.  

16.  Article 18 
(Construction, 
alteration and 
maintenance of 
streets) 

In response to question 
1GEN68, the Applicant has 
made this amendment to 
align with the position agreed 
in the National Grid 
(Bramford to Twinstead 
Reinforcement) Order 2024.  

 

F 

17.  Article 34 
(Acquisition of 
part of certain 
properties) 

In response to question 
1GEN68, the Applicant has 
amended this minor 
formatting point. 

 

F 

18.  Article 43 
(Special Category 
Land) 

In response to question 
1GEN68, the Applicant has 
amended this minor 
formatting point. 

 

F 
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Ref dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Versio
n of 
dDCO 

19.  Article 44 
(Statutory 
Undertakers) 

In response to question 
1GEN39, the Applicant has 
reflected on the notification 
provisions provided for by the 
previous paragraphs (2) – (4) 
of Article 44 and has 
amended the article to align 
with the position agreed in 
the National Grid (Bramford 
to Twinstead Reinforcement) 
Order 2024. 

 

F 
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Ref dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Versio
n of 
dDCO 

20.  Article 49 
(Defence to 
proceedings in 
respect of 
statutory 
nuisance) 

 

In response to question 
1GEN41, the Applicant has 
amended the draft DCO to 
include ‘relevant’ in article 
45(2) and (3) to reflect the  
same updates made in the 
Bramford 
to Twinstead Correction 
Order. The reference to the 
CEMP has also been 
amended to refer to the 
onshore CEMP.  

 

F 
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Ref dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Versio
n of 
dDCO 

21.  Schedule 1, Work 
No.15 

The reference to 
“requirement 16” has been 
amended to refer to the 
correct requirement 6 
(construction management 
plans to be approved). 

 

F 

22.  Schedule 1, 
paragraph 2 

The Applicant has updated 
the list of associated 
development in Schedule 1 to 
make it clearer that surveys 
may also form part of those 
works.  

 

F 

23.  Schedule 2 
(Plans)  

The changes reflect the 
updates to the revision 
number of various of the 
plans listed in Schedule 2 
(Plans) due to the updates 
made at Deadline 3.   

Various amendments to the revision number.  F 

24.  Schedule 3, 
Requirement 1(2) 
(Interpretation) 

The Applicant has made this 
amendment at the request of 
Suffolk County Council to 
reflect that certain 
requirements provide for the 
approval or agreement of the 
relevant highway authority.  

 

F 
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Ref dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Versio
n of 
dDCO 

25.  Schedule 3, 
Requirement 3 
(Converter 
Station Design) 

The Applicant has included a 
new paragraph (2) to provide 
a definition of the Converter 
Station Design Principles and 
reference to Schedule 19. 
This reflects comments made 
by Suffolk County Council in 
its LIR.  Further to comments 
made by Historic England, 
the Applicant has also added 
a provision for Historic 
England to be consulted in 
relation to the Kent Converter 
Station given the reference to 
heritage key views in the Key 
Design Principles. The 
updated requirement also 
seeks to clarify that the 
authorised development will 
be carried out in accordance 
with the details submitted to 
the relevant planning 
authority.  

  

F 

26.  Schedule 3, 
Requirement 5 
(Construction 
Management 
Plans) 

This amendment is made to 
requirement 5(3) to clarify 
that the outline overarching 
written schemes of 
investigation listed in 
requirement 5 also apply to 
the pre-commencement 

 

F 
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Ref dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Versio
n of 
dDCO 

operations in the same 
manner as the other outline 
management plans listed in 
Requirement 6.  

27.  Schedule 3, 
Requirement 6 
(Construction 
Management 
Plans to be 
approved) 

Further to the request made 
by the Environment Agency, 
the Applicant has added 
provision for the Environment 
Agency to be consulted on 
the Material and Waste 
Management Plan that is 
produced.  

 
 

28.  Schedule 3, 
Requirement 6 
(Construction 
Management 
Plans to be 
approved) 

The Applicant has updated 
the list of management plans 
to reflect that the Code of 
Construction Practice and the 
Register of Environmental 
Actions and Commitments 
are now intended to be 
standalone documents rather 
than being an appendix to the 
Onshore CEMP.  

 

F 

29.  Schedule 3, 
Requirement 7(2) 
(Construction 
hours) 

The Applicant has amended 
this requirement pursuant to 
question 1GEN50 to clarify 
that percussive piling works 
may not take place on 
Sundays.  
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Ref dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Versio
n of 
dDCO 

30.  Schedule 3, 
Requirement 9 
(Reinstatement 
Schemes) 

This amendment has been 
made to requirement 9 to 
reflect that although the 
requirement to reinstate the 
land to a condition suitable 
for its former use does not 
apply to land above or within 
10 metres of underground 
cables installed as part of the 
authorised development, this 
will not apply in respect of the 
reinstatement of hedgerows.  
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Ref dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Versio
n of 
dDCO 

31.  Schedule 3, 
Requirement 10 
(Unsuspected 
Contamination) 

This amendment has been 
made at the request of the 
Environment Agency to 
include their preferred 
wording in relation to 
unsuspected contamination.  

 

F 

32.  Schedule 3, 
Requirement 13 
(Decommissionin
g) 

The Applicant has updated 
the requirement on 
decommissioning to reflect 
that Requirement 13 does 
not apply to the 
Offshore elements of the 
Proposed Project as 
these are covered 
in the condition 14(4) of the 

 

F 
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draft Deemed Marine Licence 
at Schedule 16 to the Draft 
Development Consent Order. 
The Applicant has also 
included provision for the 
Environment Agency to be 
consulted on any future 
decommissioning.  

33.  Schedule 3 
(requirements) 
(requirement 
12(1) (highway 
works))  

Schedule 3 (requirements) 
(requirement 12(1) (highway 
works)) This provision refers 
to the “local highway 
authority,” an undefined term. 
SCC assumes the term 
should be the “relevant 
highway authority,” which is 
defined in article 2(1) 
(interpretation). (“Relevant 
highway authority” is also the 
term used in requirements 
1(4) (interpretation) and 12(3) 
(highway works). 

 

F 
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n of 
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34.  Schedule 3, 
Requirement 14 

This requirement has been 
updated to reflect the wording 
suggested by Suffolk County 
Council Archaeological 
Service in Suffolk County 
Council’s LIR.   

 

F 
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n of 
dDCO 
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Ref dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Versio
n of 
dDCO 

35.  Schedule 11 
(Land of which 
temporary 
possession may 
be taken) 

These changes reflect 
amendments made to the 
land of which only temporary 
possession may be taken.  
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Kent: 
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36.  Schedule 16, 
Deemed Marine 
Licence  

The Applicant has included 
additional definitions within 
the deemed marine licence  
to reflect that an outline 
Cable Specification and 
Installation Plan is required 
and to reflect that the 
Offshore CEMP will apply in 
relation to the deemed 
marine licence at Schedule 
16 

 

F 

37.  Schedule 16, 
Deemed Marine 
Licence  

This amendment has been 
made at the request of the 
Port of London Authority and 
seeks to provide clarity over 
the definition, address and 
contact details of the Port of 
London Authority. 

 

 

F 

38.  Schedule 16, 
Deemed Marine 
Licence  

In response to question 
1GEN55, the Applicant has 
amendes the wording to 
reflect that there is a ‘fibre 
optic cable’ rather than 
multiple  at the request of the 
ExA.  

 

F 
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39.  Schedule 16, 
Deemed Marine 
Licence, Work 
No.12 

The Applicant has updated 
the terminology in relation to 
Work No.12 to clarify that the 
overhead line works oversail 
MHWS, rather than falling 
‘below’ MHWS. There is no 
change to the work, but 
rather the change seeks to 
provide clarity over the 
precise interaction with 
MHWS in relation to the 
overhead line works.  

 

F 

40.  Schedule 16, 
Deemed Marine 
Licence, 
Condition 1 
(Design 
Parameters) 

In response to question 
1GEN57, the Applicant has 
updated the condition to 
clarify that the design 
parameters do include 
parameters relating to cable 
crossings.  

 

F 

41.  Schedule 16, 
Deemed Marine 
Licence, 
Condition 3 

The Applicant has made this 
change to reflect that it is 
standard practice to provide 
copies of the notice to 
mariners to the MCA and the  

F 
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(Notification and 
inspections)   

UKHO, in addition to the 
MMO.  

42.  Schedule 16, 
Deemed Marine 
Licence, 
Condition 3 
(Notification and 
inspections)  

This amendment reflects the 
amendment sought by the 
PLA in its written 
representation provided by 
the PLA seeking to be 
notified, and also adds 
reference to the MCA.  

 

F 

43.  Schedule 16, 
Deemed Marine 
Licence, 
Condition 4 (pre-
construction 
plans and 
documentation)  

In response to 1GEN62, the 
Applicant has updated the list 
of management plans to 
clarify that the plans outlined 
within this condition will be 
submitted separately as 
standalone documents. The 
Applicant has added wording 
pursuant to 1GEN61 which 
confirms that the pre-
constructions plans and 
documentation should be 
substantially in accordance 
with the outline versions of 
those plans. This replicates 
the approach taken in relation 
to the various management 
plans listed in Schedule 3, 
Requirement 6.  

 

F 
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n of 
dDCO 

 

44.  Schedule 16, 
Deemed Marine 
Licence, 
Condition 4 (pre-
construction 
plans and 
documentation)   

This wording relating to the 
5% reduction in water depth 
is currently included at 
condition 12 (maintenance) 
and applies to maintenance 
activities. The Applicant has 
included the same wording in 
condition 4 here to clarify that 
the condition also applies to 
construction activities rather 
than solely maintenance 
activities, which the Applicant 
considers was the intention 
behind the inclusion of the 
text.   

 

F 



 

 
National Grid  |  January 2026  |  Sea Link          61 

Ref dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Versio
n of 
dDCO 

45.  Schedule 16, 
Deemed Marine 
Licence, 
Condition 8 
(Chemicals, 
drilling and 
debris) 

This amendment has been 
included at the request of the 
MMO.  

 

F 

46.  Schedule 16, 
Deemed Marine 
Licence, 
Condition 11 
(Red Throated 
Diver)  

The Applicant has updated 
this condition to align with the 
suggested approach in 
question 1GEN59 so that 
provision is made for the 
MMO approval to be 
undertaken in consultation 
with Natural England or the 
JNCC.  

 

F 

47.  Schedule 19 
(Certified 
Documents) 

The Applicant has reviewed 
and reflected on the 
definitions in Article 2 to 
ensure that certification is 
only referred to in respect of 
the documents listed at 
Schedule 19.  
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